
Well here we are another year has passed and we 
have had a busy one, we have had trips to Burt St 
Edmunds, Wells-next-the-sea,  Ayscoughfee Hall,  
meals out, meals in quiz’s bingo and lots more. 

We have lots going on and more to come, next 
year is already in the planning and we are looking at 
places to go. If this sounds like something you 
would like to be involved in come along to one of 
our meetings and see what you think, we meet in 
the village hall at 10am every Wednesday unless we 
are out and about and it is a great way of meeting 

people especially if you are new to the village. If you 
like what you see join our club!

At our Christmas meal at the club this year we 
have the children from the school to sing Christmas 
carols, Ernie Kay for entertainment and a lovely 
meal cooked by Ann and Christine.
We would also like to wish everyone Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New year.

See dates for your diary for all our events!

Mepal Friendship Club

St Mary’s Parish Church
 Rector:   Reverend Mary Hancock  tel. 01353 778722

Churchwarden:   Mrs Elizabeth Stazicker      tel. 01353 778129

We wish a happy and blessed Christmas to all readers.

Christmas Services
Sun Dec 22nd 6pm 
‘Wish you were here’ - a short service where we remember those who will not be with us this Christmas.
Tues Dec 24th 10.30am   
Christingle time – for children, their parents & carers – making Christingles, with mince pies & drinks 
afterwards.
Wed Dec 25th 10.30am    
Christmas Day Eucharist 

New Year Coffee Morning with Bring & Buy Stall
Come for coffee & cake at the Village Hall on Saturday January 18th 10am – 12 midday and look for a bargain 
on the stall!  

Mepal People
December 2019

On Saturday December 14th, 2.30pm - 4.30pm we are holding a Christmas 
event at the Union Chapel. 
Bring your children along to see Father Christmas and they can give him 
their Christmas list while you relax with tea and cake. 

There will also be a raffle and Bric a Brac stall.
Everyone is welcome and all proceeds will go to the up keep of the Union 
Chapel so treat the children and please do come along and enjoy the day!

Mepal Union Chapel



Copy deadline 
for next issue:
January 18th 

2020

Disclaimer 
The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editor or the Parish Council. 

Support your local newsletter and advertise or place inserts into this 
Newsletter contact: mepalparishcouncil@msn.com 

December 2019
1st     St Mary’s - Holy Communion 8am 
3rd    Good Companions - Village Hall  2.30pm - 4.30pm
4th     Friendship Club - Christmas lunch Village Hall
8th     St Mary’s - Parish Eucharist 10.30am 
11th   Friendship Club - Christmas dinner at The Golden Lion Stonea
14th   Mepal Union Chapel - Christmas Event 2.30Ppm-4.30pm
15th   Mepal Union Chapel - Carols in the Chapel 10.30am
15th   St Mary’s - Holy Communion 8am
17th   Good Companions - Christmas Lunch 10.45am (school children visiting before lunch)
22nd  St Mary’s - Parish Eucharist 10.30am
22nd  St Mary’s - Wish you were here’ service 6pm 
24th   St Mary’s – Christingle 10.30am 
25th   St Mary’s - Christmas Day Eucharist 10.30am
29th   St Mary’s - United lay-led service 10.30am

 January 2020

5th     St Mary’s - Holy Communion 8am
8th     Friendship Club - Bingo
9th     Youth Club
12th   St Mary’s - Plough Service at St Martin’s, Witcham 10.30am
15th   Friendship Club - Bring and Buy
18th   St Mary’s - Coffee morning with Bring & Buy at Village Hall 10am – 12
19th   St Mary’s - Holy Communion 8am
22nd  Friendship Club - Meal at Twenty Pence
23rd   Youth Club
26th   St Mary’s - Parish Eucharist 10.30am
29th   Friendship Club - Pink bags

Good Companions meetings start again 4th February 2020 in the Village Hall 
2.30pm - 4.30pm.

Youth Club 2020 dates:
The disco planned for 5th December will now be held in January 2020
13, 27 Feb. 12, 26 Mar.  23 April. 14 May.  11, 25 June.  9 July.
KS2 (Years 3 to 6)  6.15pm to 7.15pm
KS3/4 (Years 7 to 10)  7.30pm to 8.30pm



 
Councillors:    Mr Brian Rollason (Chairman), 
   Mr Alan Catley (Vice Chairman) 
   Ms Diana Bray, Mr Mark Brill,
   Ms Lorna Williams & Ms Cassy Brown      
                                   
Clerk:               Karen Peck Tel: 07842 499377  
Email:    mepalparishcouncil@msn.com   
Website:   www.mepalparish.org.uk 

Play Area Improvements

The addition of new equipment to improve the 
play area has been agreed, together with an 
agreement to clear some of the undergrowth and 
to improve the appearance of the area generally. 
Phase one will therefore commence shortly with 
the arrival of new pay equipment.

Ernie Barlow Memorial Bench

A commemorative bench has now been delivered 
and will be installed in the next few weeks. Ernie 
was much loved in the village and following his 
death in March this year, the Parish Council 
decided that a bench to remember him and all his 
charity work should be installed in Laurel Close, 
opposite where he lived.

Brick Lane Housing Development

We have had no further news following the Public 
Exhibition by Havebury Housing Partnership to 
discuss Land off Brick Lane, Mepal and the 
proposed construction of 55 houses.  Many 
residents expressed concerns about the access 
road, drainage, capacity of the village school and 
Sutton surgery and the change that such a large 
housing project will make on the feel of the village.  
Also noted was the fact that because this is a 
low-cost housing project there is no Community 
Infrastructure Levy payment for the Parish Council 
to be able to look at projects to benefit a larger 
village population.

Recreation Field

A number of meetings have been held since the 
last Parish Council Meeting to discuss how to 

proceed with any remedial work relating to surface 
issues on the field and to re-open the area for all 
sporting activities in future in line with the 
Community Led Plan. After considering the options 
any proposals will be discussed at the next full 
council meeting.

Parish Council Vacancy

We would like to thank former Parish Councillor 
Steve Green for his valuable work in the past, and 
following his resignation on health and personal 
grounds, the Parish Council are again looking for a 
new Parish Councillor.  Anyone interested in 
finding out more about the role please contact the 
Parish Clerk.

Don’t forget, the Mepal Community Sports Pavilion 
function room is NOW available to local groups, 
parties and sporting clubs with access to the 
kitchen, toilets and outside space.  More 
information is on the Mepal Parish website.  Please 
contact the mepalparishcouncil@msn.com if you 
are interested in using the venue.

Please remember anyone can contact the Parish 
Council by email or phone if they need any 
information, have any queries or want to provide 
any feedback about anything the Parish Council is 
dealing with.  

The next two Full Council Meetings will be held on 
Tuesday 14th January 2020 and Tuesday 11th 
February 2020 at the Mepal Pavilion, both starting 
at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend with 
public participation in the open forum session.

MEPAL PARISH COUNCIL



Mepal and Witcham Primary school 
It has been a busy term at Mepal and Witcham 
Primary school and we are all busy in the run up to 
Christmas. Owls and Robins classes are putting on 
a nativity play and are busy learning their lines and 
words to the songs. If you are part of the 
Friendship Group or Good Companions in the 
village you will get to hear the songs when they sing 
for you at your Christmas festivities.

We have achieved the Golds Sports mark for the 
school this term, to go along the Silver Arts mark 
award which we achieved in the summer term. The 
children’s art work has been on display at The 
Babylon gallery in Ely as part of the Lottery funded 
project by The Word Garden, which looked at how 
the second Bedford level was created. 
The children have taken part in a rugby fest in Ely 
and the Year 5 boys entered a football tournament 
at Witchford Village College.  The children always 
put in 100% and they were acknowledged as 
showing the best sportsmanship in the 
tournaments.  We continue to work with Premier 
Sport and they are using our facilities to run a 
holiday club for the children on the 19th and 20th 
December.

It was sad to hear that the village preschool was 
shutting. The school is looking at the best possible 
way to provide provision for pre-schoolers in the 
village from September 2020.  We are currently 

working with the Local 
Authority, DEMAT and the 
opportunity area to consider all 
possibilities. It was good to 
welcome many of you into the school 
for the open day in November and thank 
you for your support. 
This time last year the school had two volunteers, 
thank you to all who have come forward to 
support the school, from January we will have 
twelve volunteers supporting in the school.  The 
children are really appreciating having people to 
listen to them read and showing interest in their 
learning.

The children have been involved with fundraising 
this term and have raised money for Macmillan, 
Children in Need and the Poppy Appeal.  Over the 
Christmas period we will be raining money for Save 
The Children through their Christmas Jumper 
Appeal.  Thank you to all who send their Aldi 
tokens into school we were able to send off two 
entries into their draw for £20,000 to use on an 
outdoor sporting area, fingers crossed we are 
successful!

Wishing you all a merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year from Everyone at 
Mepal and Witcham Church of England 
Primary School
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A Christmas Carol Synopsis
On Christmas Eve, the most magical night of the 
year, the miserly Ebenezer Scrooge is whisked away 
on a journey into his past and future, accompanied 
by three ghosts determined to show him the true 
meaning of Christmas. This winter, Charles 
Dickens’ infamous ghost story is brought alive in a 
traditional production, complete with period 
costume, song, and a musical score. Join 
Chapterhouse Theatre Company to see whether 
Scrooge’s heart will thaw in time for Christmas... 

Ely Cathedral is delighted to host the 
Chapterhouse Theatre Company for its 
festive UK tour of Charles Dickens' A 
Christmas Carol. Especially adapted for the stage 
by award-winning writer Laura Turner, this show is 
the perfect festive treat for all ages as the evening 
start to draw in.

Friday 13th December 2019 at 7:30pm,
Ely Cathedral (Doors open at 6.30pm).
Tickets and information:
Ely Cathedral Website: www.elycatherdral.org
Email: boxoffice@elycathedral.org 
Box Office: 01353 660349
Adult £17 / Concessions (16 years and 
younger) £10. 
10% discount for groups of 10 and over.
School and group tickets available. 



It is with great sadness that Mepal and Witcham 
Preschool inform you that, at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting, held on 1st November, the 
members voted unanimously to close the preschool 
on 31st July 2020 and wind up the charity thereafter. 
The Trustees assure the community that they and 
the dedicated staff will continue to provide the 
same caring, stimulating and enjoyable environment 
for the preschool aged children of Mepal and 
Witcham for the remainder of this academic year.

The Trustees, staff, members and supporters have 
struggled hard to avoid this, and are enormously 
grateful to the many individuals, businesses and 
organisations who have supported us, not only 
financially but in other ways and we offer our 
sincere thanks to them all.  Although in March this 
year we believed that, with the wonderful support 
we had received the Preschool was safe, regrettably 
circumstances have changed significantly since then. 
It was not possible to conclude the negotiations for 
the new lease, and as a consequence our financial 
stability was impaired, and the Preschool now has 
no option other than to close.
The Trustees have made the Local Authority and 

DEMAT aware of the decision.  
The Trustees have planned the long closure period 
in the hope that it will allow sufficient time for a 
new preschool facility to be provided in the villages 
of Mepal and Witcham so that the needs of our 
communities and our preschool aged children will 
be catered for.  At present it seems that DEMAT 
may offer that from September 2020, and the 
trustees have been asked to inform parents who 
would like to have more information to direct 
enquiries about a potential DEMAT managed 
provision, to Mrs Lomax, Headteacher at Mepal and 
Witcham Primary School. The Trustees would like to 
reassure the community that they have offered to 
cooperate in any way possible with DEMAT if 
required. 
The Trustees are sure you will understand that this 
decision was taken with extreme reluctance and 
after considerable debate, and are saddened to have 
to inform you of it.

If you have any questions about the Preschool’s 
closure then please direct these to 
mepalwitchampreschoolchair@gmail.com 
Evelyn Woodward, Chairman of Trustees. 

Mepal & Witcham Preschool

Mepal Sports Football Club
This village club was set up in the 1970’s and for 
many years thrived, for much of the time running 
two adult teams.  In the late 1990’s a Junior section 
was formed which, over the years, grew to provide 
local children of all ages a chance to have quality 
football training in the superb facilities on the 
Mepal Recreation Field.

However, since the drainage system on the field in 
Witcham Road was redesigned just prior to the 
building of the Community Pavilion, the Club, 
through no fault of its own, has been struggling to 
keep going.  In places the drainage lines have sunk 
to the extent which makes areas on the field unsafe, 
not only for the football players but also for anyone 
using the field for sporting activities. The Junior 
teams left Mepal in 2016 and had hoped to return 
but because an easy solution to the drainage lines 
problem could not be identified quickly, Mepal 
Juniors, very reluctantly, reformed as Wilburton FC 
resulting in the loss of the village junior team..  

With the recreation field unplayable, Mepal Seniors 
temporarily relocated to Stretham for two seasons 

and for this season are playing at Lt Downham. We 
play in the Cambs FA Mead Plant & Grab 1B league 
and have had a mixed start to the season, currently 
placed mid-table.  If you would like to join or 
support the Club, in any capacity, please contact 
Martin on 07535 088316 or myself on 778141.

For those of you not interested in football we say 
please remember that it is the VILLAGE Recreation 
Field which has been out of action for some time; 
the COMMUNITY Pavilion has been repaired and 
is now back in use.  In the past, the Recreation Field 
and Pavilion played host to many community events 
both large and small – Fun Days, Race Nights, Car 
Boot Sales, Sports Events, Photo Sessions, Plant 
Sales, Cream Teas and not forgetting private 
birthday parties and even wedding receptions.  That 
it is why the Football Club continue to support our 
Parish Councillors, who are working hard to make 
the whole area, once again, a place that the village 
can be proud of. 

Georgina King – Secretary, Mepal Sports Seniors



YOGA FOR EVERY-BODY. 
EVERY TUESDAY 6:30PM in MEPAL VILLAGE HALL

Enquiries:  Vimala 07984 582214 or email: 
yogapathuk@gmail.com

www.yogapathuk.co.uk

We have now moved to:
Unit 3, Sterling Place
Elean Business Park,

Sutton CB6 2QE

Independent Volvo Specialist
All Marques Servicing
Tyres & Exhausts Supplied and Fitted
Diagnostics Available
Class 4 & 7 MOT’s

Call 01353 778403
www.volvospecialists.co.uk

Green Wood Tree Surgery
Established Local Family Run Business since 2006

Tree Felling - Dismantling - Removal
Stump Grinding - Stump Removal

Crown Reduction - Thinning
Hedge Cutting - Grass Cutting

Site Clearance - Ground Maintenance
Consultancy - Surveys

City & Guilds NPTC Qulaified | Fully Insured
Call 01353 688098 for a Free No Obligation Quote

Email info@greenwoodtreesurgery.co.uk



- Double Glazed Unit Replacement
- Single Glass Replacement
- Mirrors
- Replacement Handles and Hinges

5 Year Guarentee!
Local, Friednly and Reliable!

Tel: 07557260502
Haddenham Based.

Find us on Facebook!

Jason Woor Glass & Glazing

Would you like to advertise in the Mepal People? 1 year (6 issues) £50 / 1 issue £10 
Contact the Parish Council Clerk: mepalparishcouncil@msn.com or 07842499377

Private Tuition
Maths and English for Key Stage 1 & 2
Ruth Franklin
Experienced teacher with B.Ed(Hons)     
20 years experience tutoring       

Contact: ruthgearies@googlemail.com
Mob: 07842 168238



Village Life by Brian Hadder
Brian Hadder wrote this verse in the nineteen 
twenties about his home village of Mepal; it is 
situated on the bank of the New Bedford river 
some five miles from Chatteris.
He lived when the power on the farm was the 
horse; cars were few and far between and much of 
the farm work was done by hand. Sundays were a 
“rest” day, with a roast joint of meat for the 
mid-day meal if the family could afford it. Formal 
education was completed at the village school 
when most if its pupils left at fourteen to “work on 
the land”. 

Village Life
When we were young we went to Mepal School 
There to learn the golden rule. 
We studied hard from mom till night 
To do our sums and learn to write. 
We went to church on the Sabbath Day 
Where Rev. Ramm would preach and pray. We sang 
the hymns in cheerful voice 
With Setchfield, Newton and Bob Boyce 
At times we had a lot of fun -
Bob Ladson taught us all to run. 

At cricket Cookee was not a Don -
Not nearly as good as Uncle John 
We never had a lot to spend 
We were always broke by the week-end 
But when we had twopence to spare 
Nicky Rayner would cut our hair. 
We started work at an early age 
For a very lowly wage. 
We cut the hedge and trimmed the ditch 
And in the winter we dug the twitch.* 
At times we got really fed up
With cleaning mangolds and spreading muck.
Picking potatoes was a tiring job 
And at the end of the day we had earned two bob. 
(ten pence) 
* a very difficult weed which rapidly spreads 
underground

Air Ambulance patient survives two cardiac 
arrests in two weeks. Paul Shattock and his wife, 
Jill, live in rural Norfolk, near Fakenham. In 2017, 
Paul suffered two cardiac arrests at home, just ten 

days apart. Both times Jill saved Paul’s life by 
performing CPR until help got to them. Each time, 
Paul was attended to by the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance and flown to the Norfolk and 

Norwich University Hospital 
for treatment.
When Paul had his first 
cardiac arrest, the Anglia One 
team had only just come 
online by helicopter at 7am. 
Had Paul fallen ill just hours 
earlier, the team would have 
had to reach him by rapid 
response vehicle instead, and 
his transfer to hospital would 
have taken a lot longer.

Together this Christmas




