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Mepal Recrea�on Field Update
Phase two will be nearly completed by the �me you
read this.
• Car park enhancement, including the missing path
re-enforcement highlighted on inspec�ons
• Work to repair the path and install a new path area
at the entrance to the playpark and ﬁeld
• Installa�on of protec�ve fencing enclosing the
a�enua�on pond - please do not enter this area
• Reseeding, fer�lisa�on and further remedial work
on the drainage lines
Please can we ask everyone to only use the perimeter
of the ﬁeld during April and May to allow the grass to
properly take root. This is essen�al so that the work we
have carried out will have a chance of working.
This is par�cularly important for ALL dog walkers. The
rules of using the Recrea�on Field are to keep dogs on
leads and stay to the perimeter of the ﬁeld at all �mes,
and during this essen�al growth phase of the main
grass body it is vital that you comply with this rule. In
par�cular no dogs should be walked over the pitch
area that sits behind the pavilion and runs the length of
the ﬁeld.

SPORT RETURNS TO MEPAL?

Football has been played in Mepal for many years.
As there was no recrea�on ﬁeld in the village un�l
the early 1980’s, the teams had to rely on the
goodwill of local farmers to use vacant ﬁelds. In
the 1970’s the land at the corner of Su�on Road
and Witcham Road (now Chestnut Way) was used
for football and village ‘get-togethers’.

beginning of 2020. But now, a�er the extraordinary
hard work of our present Parish Council to bring the
village recrea�on ﬁeld back into use, the Club has
hope that football and other recrea�onal ac�vi�es
can once again be played in Mepal. Mepal Sports
will work with the Parish Council to promote use of
the ﬁeld and the Community Pavilion and to
encourage sport and healthy recrea�on for the local
community. However, as the Club will prac�cally
have to start again, and many of you may be quite
new to the village, we need to know what you are
interested in. Please let our Secretary know your
thoughts and let’s see what we, together, can
achieve.

A�er what is now the Recrea�on Field oﬀ
Witcham Road was given to the village, the senior
football team started playing their games there
but un�l the Community Pavilion was opened in
2007, the changing facili�es consisted of a shed
and bucket (toilet!).
Please let us have your details if you are interested
in any of the following:
Mepal Sports Football Club was formed in 1970’s
and, at various �mes, ran two adult teams. Mepal • Men’s Saturday League football
Juniors was formed in the late 1990’s and ran • Men’s Sunday League football
many teams for both boys and girls. The last few • Walking Football
years have been diﬃcult because of the on-going • Academy Football for 5/6 year olds (non-league)
drainage issues on the recrea�on ﬁeld resul�ng in • Women’s Football
• Becoming a manager or coach for any of the above
the Juniors moving to Wilburton and reforming as
Wilburton FC. The senior men’s team carried on Contact: Georgina King, Mepal Sports Secretary
for a while using other village’s facili�es but 01353 778141
reluctantly pulled out of the Cambs. League at the e.mail:- steve@kingmepal.uk
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Vandalism
We are sad to report that a�er the
Council spent £500 last year
repairing the damage to the bus
shelter on Su�on Road, it has again
been vandalised. The bo�om panels
were kicked out and the no�ce
board was ripped oﬀ.
We really hope that this mindless
ac�on was not carried out by Mepal
teenagers, but sadly, on past
informa�on, we do believe that
some of your children have been
involved. We urge you all to report
vandalism to the police to
discourage repeat oﬀending and
please support the Parish Council as
there can be no excuse for this
behaviour however bored people
are.

If you are able to assist the Police with informa�on, the Crime
number is 35/12672/21. This is your money we have to spend to
repair damage to Parish Council assets and the only alterna�ve is
complete removal of the shelter.

A distressing walk up Su�on hill....
Saturday morning we went for a walk up Su�on Hill, it
had been some �me since we have gone this way and
we were absolutely shocked at the amount of dog poo
that hadn’t been picked up. A�er picking up 20 BAGS
we realised our eﬀorts were in vain and this was a never
ending task.
We please ask all dog owners to pick up a�er their dog
and do not let them wonder oﬀ onto the gravel piles.
This area has been reported to the dog warden and
they will be sending extra people to patrol this area.
Patrol oﬃcers in areas known to have dog fouling
problems can issue Fixed Penalty No�ces of £75 to
oﬀenders. People who don't pay may be taken to court,
which could result in a ﬁne of up to £1000. It is no
defence to claim ignorance of the dog's ac�ons.
Moore Feet Care
In the comfort of your own home Full Feet
assessment, Nail Trimming, Corns, Callus, Ingrowing
Nails, Athletes Foot & Diabetic Care.

Robin Moore
01354 760049
Please phone for an appointment
S.A.C Dip F.H.P.T / F.H.P.P
Registered with the R.F.H.P & D.R.B Certified

24 hr emergency service available
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Brick Lane Planning Applica�on Refusal
Hopefully you have all read the
post on the Mepal Parish Council
website on 4th March which
explained that despite a
last-minute ﬂurry of amendments
to the applica�on to build 55
houses on the site south and west
of the bungalow, Brick Lane, at
the ECDC planning mee�ng on
3rd March the applica�on was
refused.

favour of the proposal because
of the 100% aﬀordability nature
of the proposal.

The Parish Council Vice Chairman,
two members of the public and
both the County Councillor and
District Councillor had all urged
ECDC planning commi�ee to
uphold the planning oﬃcer’s
recommenda�on to refuse the
applica�on, so this is welcome
news. The concern now is that a
number of the members of the
planning commi�ee voted in

Chestnut way only has 49
proper�es, with the space to the
edge of the plot all able to be
u�lised due to the loca�on. This
means in fact that there are 49
proper�es spread over 2.35
hectares, compared to 55 mixed
houses and bungalows spread
over only 1.8 hectares because
of the open areas needed at the
edges of the site.

There was also erroneous
informa�on that the density of
the proposed development was
‘similar’ to that of the exis�ng
Chestnut Way estate opposite
the proposed site, which is
factually incorrect.

The Parish Council all feel that this
applica�on is likely to be
resubmi�ed and we will have to
con�nue to devote �me to this
applica�on in 2021.

Thanking our #WalkYourWalkForCarers par�cipants
We want to say a big thank you to those who have joined
in #WalkYourWalkForCarers this March.
The fundraising appeal is to provide free and tailored
support for people looking a�er a family member or
friend, so they and the person they care for can get to
their appointment for the COVID-19 vaccina�on. We have
been invi�ng you to walk your walk for carers this March
to raise money so that they can con�nue to provide this
and other support to carers during the coronavirus
pandemic.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Off-licence
Newspapers & Magazines
Stationery
Mobile Top Ups
Sweets & confectionary
Dry Cleaning
Greeting Cards & Wrap

Shop Opening Times
Mon-Sat 7am-7pm
Sun 8am-1pm

Post Office Opening Times
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm
Sat 9am-12.30pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 1-2PM

If you are looking a�er a family member or friend and
want support ge�ng to your coronavirus vaccina�on
appointment, please contact Caring Together on
0345 241 0954 or email hello@caringtogether.org
caringtogether.org/walkyourwalk
Caring Together support
carers across Cambridgeshire,
Peterborough and Norfolk.
They provide informa�on and
advice, run services in our
local
communi�es
and
campaign so that carers have
choices.
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Village Hall
Fish and Chips at Mepal Village Hall
The success of the Mepal Christmas Lights
switch-on was in no small way enhanced by the
presence of the “Pimp-My-Fish” ﬁsh and chip
van in the Village Hall car park. Such was its
popularity that the Village Hall Commi�ee was
asked if it would be possible for the Van to pay
regular visits to the Village.
Since January, the Van has been oﬀering a full
menu in the Village Hall car park from 5 p.m.
un�l 8 p.m. every fourth Thursday of the month.
If this proves to be popular it is possible that the
frequency of visits could be increased. To reduce
Covid risk it is possible to order in advance for
collec�on at the Van instead of queuing,
otherwise queue as normal with the required
spacing. For the full menu and advance ordering
please visit: www.pimp-my-ﬁsh.co.uk
Here’s hoping that this year will see the end of
Covid 19. With the advent of the vaccine there is

light at the end of the tunnel but this is s�ll some
way oﬀ so, in the mean�me, please keep to the
rules and stay safe. We will be reopening the Village
Hall just as soon as it is safe to do so.

Chairman: Allen Sallis, Treasurer: Tony Pleasance, Bookings Clerk: Rowena Pleasance 777275,
Secretary: David Stazicker
778129 david.stazicker@gmail.com,
Other members: Greg Ma�hews, Gordon Reid, Rosemary Wells, Lynne Woodward.

Your feedback helps NHS and care teams support us all
Have you seen your GP lately? Had a
hospital or dental appointment? Perhaps
you have care services at home or visit a
loved one in a care home.
If you, a family member or friend have used
a local health or care service, Healthwatch
Cambridgeshire wants to hear about your
experience – good or bad.

It only takes a few minutes to share your
views with us and your feedback helps
services to con�nue providing the right
support to local people.
Share your views online at:
Please support our new campaign 'Because www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/sh
We All Care' by giving your feedback about are-your-views
the services you are using. It’s being run You can also call Healthwatch on 0330 355
with the Care Quality Commission and 1285, text your views on 0752 0635 176 or
follows on from our big Covid-19 survey email:
across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough enquiries@healthwatchcambspboro.co.uk
earlier this year.
We’re the local health and care champions.
And by sharing your feedback with us, local
NHS and care services can ﬁnd out what’s
working well or needs improving.
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Parish Council Update
A�er a long winter of lockdown, we are star�ng to
see more promising indica�ons that life may start
to return to ‘normal’ this year, but we are not out
of the woods yet, so some signiﬁcant challenges
are s�ll to be faced.
With the 6th of May 2021 expiry of the current
Coronavirus legisla�ve provisions allowing Parish
Councils to hold mee�ngs virtually, we are faced
with a scramble to get the Parish Council accounts
completed as soon as possible (internally and
externally audited). We have to do this to be able
to hold the legally required mee�ngs before 6th
May, but this is a huge workload over the next
month for our Part-�me Clerk, so we are trying to
work out how we can manage this without other
work and mee�ngs suﬀering.
We are aware of some debate in the Village
managed Facebook Page regarding the precept
increase, and by the �me you read this a
statement se�ng out the detail behind the
decision minuted in the December Parish council
mee�ng will be available on the website.
The Clerk has also been trying to work with one of
the Councillors over the last two months to
improve the visibility of the informa�on posted on
our Website by signpos�ng where the informa�on
can be read – but please try to take a look at the
website once a month to make sure you pick up on
the important informa�on. Within the current
part-�me resourcing it is simply not possible to use
mul�ple channels to communicate, and within the
legal frameworks we cannot legally use Facebook

as a means of communica�ng with individual
members of the community, as Councillors can
only respond as themselves and not on behalf of
the Parish Council. Emailing the Clerk directly or
via the contact us page on the website or
a�ending the Open Forum sessions at the Parish
Council mee�ngs is the only way to get an oﬃcial
response to ques�ons within the legal framework
we are required to operate.
VACANCIES – YOUR PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU!
Please see the no�ce on the website – we now
have 3 vacancies to ﬁll, and don’t forget that each
vacancy puts increasing pressure on the exis�ng
councillors and the Parish Clerk who have to try to
cover the workload.
Car Park and Recrea�on Field Paths
Thanks to a last-minute Grant approval in
February, we have been able to carry out work to
improve and enlarge the Recrea�on Field Car Park
and install two sec�ons of Hoggin Path. We are
very grateful to Mick George who have awarded us
this grant, and this allows us to con�nue with
improvements without asking the village to pay
the costs in the 2021-22 Financial Year.
Li�er Pick Ini�a�ve
We have recently been made aware of a desire by
residents to set up a Mepal li�er pick volunteers
group and will look at their request to help with
the equipment needed.

Councillors:

Clerk Karen Peck - 01353 741066
Chairman Brian Rollason
Vice Chair Lorna Williams Councillor Sam Foord
Councillor Jack Hickman
Visit our website for new councillor vacancies: www.mepalparish.org
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Ouse Washes:
Middle Level Barrier Bank raising works
Year 5 - 2021 works

The work we are doing is to comply with recommenda�ons made by the reservoir Inspec�ng Engineer and we have a
statutory deadline to complete the works by, under the Reservoir Act 1975. Due to the delays that we have experienced, it
has not been possible to meet the deadline. Last year the Inspec�ng Engineer did a new inspec�on, and he has set the new
deadlines. We must complete the physical work by December 2022, and we have to establish good grass cover by December
2024. We will be star�ng ecological surveys and grass cu�ng shortly and have met with our environmental stakeholders to
agree what ac�vi�es we can start early, before the agreed working window of 15 July to 31 October. We are working with
Natural England to possibly start work in June to repair the haul road and topsoil slips before we start the bank raising works.

Bank raising works

We need to ﬁnish all the bank raising works before we can start building the founda�on for the demountable ﬂood barrier
at Welney. This is because the access to the haul road at Welney is the only way to bring clay in to ﬁnish the bank raising
between there and the railway bridge. There’s not enough room, and it won’t be safe, to bring deliveries in at Welney and
do the barrier works at the same �me. We will also repair ﬂood damage sustained during the winter.
Year 5 (2021)
• April – May
• June – July
• July - Oct
• July – Oct

• Sep – Oct
• October

Ecological surveys and grass cuts full length of the Middle Level Barrier Bank.
Haul road repairs and topsoil slip repairs.
Repair ﬂood damage sustained during the winter.
Finish the bank raising work between:
• Welney and the railway bridge
• Welches Dam and the railway bridge.
• A142, Mepal and Welches Dam
Installa�on of the remaining 2 bird hides at the Ouse Washes RSPB Reserve.
Reinstatement of the haul road.

Demountable ﬂood barrier works at Welney - consulta�on results

We held an online consulta�on from 12 March to 30 September 2020 asking communi�es for their views on the best �me
to close temporarily the Welney Wash Road to complete the demountable ﬂood barrier works. We received 101 responses
to the consulta�on and the majority of respondents chose June to August as their preferred period for closing the road
based on school holidays. The full consulta�on response document can be viewed online on our Ci�zen Space informa�on
page along with the Frequently Asked Ques�ons documents. Our contractor has programmed the construc�on work to
meet the preferred �mings as best they can.
Year 6 (2022)
• April – May
• June
• June – July
• July – Aug
• Aug – Sep
• Sep – Oct
• October

Ecological surveys and grass cuts on the full length of the Middle Level Barrier Bank.
Divert the public footpath north from Welney to Welmore Lake Sluice to Low Bank.
• The barrier work will be carried across the access to the public footpath.
Build the abutment walls each side of the road.
• We should be able to do this work without traﬃc management on the road.
Full road closure to excavate and construct the founda�on slab across the road.
• This will take about 6 weeks.
Temporary traﬃc lights while we install the stub walls the barrier a�aches to.
Reinstate the footpath, fencing and �dy up the embankments.
Prac�cal training session to install the barrier.

Public footpath and bridleway access

The Inspec�ng Engineer has made the grass cover an
explicit measure to be delivered by a deadline; it is
essen�al to the safety of the bank and to us complying
with the Reservoirs Act. This is why we have con�nued
to enforce public footpath closures where we have
been working most recently, and why we get
concerned when the public access the bank. The
inspec�ng engineer has given us 2 years a�er the bank
raising works are ﬁnished to get the grass cover in an
acceptable condi�on for him to sign oﬀ, so we will
con�nue to close sec�ons of the footpath where we
need to in order for the grass to establish.

Where is open
• Welmore Lake Sluice to Welney.
• A142, Mepal to Su�on Gault, will close for work from June 2021.
• Earith Sluice to Su�on Gault.
• South Level Barrier Bank – Su�on Gault to Short Drove.
Where is closed
• A142, Mepal to Welches Dam – access to bird hides from RSPB
car park will close from June 2021.
• Welches Dam to railway bridge.
• Welney to railway bridge.
Diversions and closures are clearly signposted.

Did you know?
Cambridgeshire holds the UK’s
March temperature record.
It hit 25.6C (78F) on March
29th, 1968, at Mepal.

Useful Contacts

Medical
Su�on Priors Field Surgery
01353 778208
NHS Direct Online
111.nhs.uk
Please only call 111 if you cannot get help online
Su�on Pharmacy
01353 778024
Ambulance
999 emergency only
U�li�es
Na�onal Grid
(If you smell gas)
UK Power Networks
Anglian water leak report

0800 111 999
Call 105
0800 771 881

Financial
HMRC
Universal Credit
Na�onal Debt line
Business Debt line

0300 200 3300
0800 328 5644
0808 808 4000
0800 167 6026

Food and Supplies
Mepal Post Oﬃce
Milk and More
Plumbs Diary

01353 778275
0345 606 3606
01223 893033

Other
East Cambs District Council
Cambridgeshire County Council
Care Network
Age Concern
Environment Agency
Environment incident hotline
(24 hour service)
Floodline (24 hour service)
Type talk (for the hard of hearing)

01353 665555
0345 045 5200
01954 211919
0300 666 9860
03708 506 506
0800 80 70 60
0345 988 1188
0345 602 6340

Evelyn’s Flamingo Paperie Shop
Do you enjoy sending beau�ful gree�ngs cards? Wrapping
presents in unusual, high quality thick gi� wrap? Take a look at the
Flamingo Paperie range!
Browse the range at www.ﬂamingopaperie.co.uk or contact me for
a paper catalogue or details of the e-catalogue.
Orders can be placed through my website:
www.ﬂamingopaperie.co.uk/web/evelynwoodward or I can place
your order for you.
Evelyn Woodward
Tel: 07808921562
Email: funkyﬂamingo@talktalk.net
Find me on Facebook: h�ps://en-gb.facebook.com/funkyﬂamingo22815/

Mepal Ma�ers is provided by the Parish Council on a quarterly basis (circumstances
depending). Please contact mepalma�ers@mepalparish.org to submit ar�cles, informa�on,
or adverts for the next issue in July BEFORE 22nd June 2021. If you can help distribute copies
please let us know as we rely on a team of volunteers to deliver the 465 copies.

