
The last year or so has been one of the most difficult in our collective 
memory and my heart goes out to everyone in East Cambs that has lost 
a loved one, COVID related or otherwise.  

At the District Council we do not underestimate the long term legacy of 
COVID and its impact on people’s mental and physical health, on 
children’s learning, on businesses, on jobs and on the financial health 
of the nation.

The pandemic has brought out the best of us - the renewed sense of 
community spirit and mutual support in all our communities has been 
truly moving and is here to stay – a positive legacy we can all be  
proud of.

To date, the Council has paid out £21.6m in COVID-19 business grants, 
provided 30 Local Support Grants to community groups and given IT 
equipment to 63 families to support remote learning.  As we fully emerge from lockdown, the 
District Council is focused on recovery from the pandemic and there is a lot going on! 

The District Council was delighted to support the redevelopment of Ely Museum which 
re-opened its doors in May – it is a fantastic transformation and a wonderful facility for our 
whole district, I can thoroughly recommend a visit.

Thank you to those Parishes that completed our recent parish council survey.  We will use the 
information to help us understand and highlight areas which matter most to communities and 
to inform communications in this newsletter going forward.

Councillor Anna Bailey
Leader of East Cambridgeshire District Council

Update from Councillor Anna Bailey, East Cambridgeshire District Council

East Cambs Youth Advisory Board 
received £500 to continue their 
great work to produce mental 
health boxes for those who have 
struggled through lockdown.  To 
date they have issued 94 boxes 
to young people and the funding 
from the District Council will 
enable them to create an additional 
50 boxes for distribution. Updates 
can be found via Ruby’s mental 
health boxes on Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/rubysmhboxes

COVID-19 Community Recovery Case Study 

Fourth round of ARG: East 
Cambridgeshire District Council has 
published details of its fourth round 
of the Additional Restrictions Grant 
(ARG) scheme to provide support to 
business sectors, who up until now, 
haven’t been eligible for support 
from other grant schemes. The 
closing date for applications is 5pm 
on Sunday 6th June.  More details: 
https://bit.ly/2SZxrYQ

Deadline for COVID-19 
Business Grants

Let's Protect East Cambs
Thank you for your continued support and helping us to keep COVID-19 cases low in the district. The 
latest rate from Public Health for East Cambridgeshire is 3.3 per 100,000 which is a massive 
achievement. This figure will change on a day-to-day basis, therefore we must not be complacent. 
Make sure you take rapid tests twice a week and get the vaccine when it is offered to you.  Keep up to 
date with the latest news via Twitter: https://twitter.com/EastCambs

https://twitter.com/rubysmhboxes
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/press/fourth-round-additional-restrictions-grants-open-businesses-east-cambs
https://twitter.com/EastCambs


Happy Birthday  
Palace Green Homes! 

5 years supporting frontline services

Back in 2016, in the face of a difficult financial 
position for Councils across the country, East 
Cambs District Council set up East Cambs 
Trading Company (ECTC) to protect and support 
the District Council’s frontline services. ECTC is 
100% owned by the District Council and runs 
Ely Markets, the Parks and Open Spaces Team 
and its property section, Palace Green Homes.  

Palace Green Homes works at arms length from 
the District Council to help develop affordable, 
high quality, community led housing in the 
district.

Volunteer litter pickers are out in force in communities across 
East Cambs.  East Cambs Street Scene is supporting this 
effort and provides kit to groups including hoops, grabbers, 
hi vis gear, gloves and waste sacks.  

Volunteers leave the waste they have collected close to a 
public bin which is then collected and disposed of by the 
ECSS crew.  The Great British Spring Clean has begun and I 
am pleased to say that many of our communities are armed 
and ready to take part.

Shout out to the Volunteer Litter Pickers and 
the East Cambs Street Scene Crew

5 years supporting our communities

In Haddenham Palace Green Homes is working to 
deliver the Haddenham Community Land Trust 
development which is providing affordable homes for 
people with ties to the parish. Read more about 
Haddenham Community Land Trust:  
https://bit.ly/3ijDoKO 

Palace Green Homes invests in the communities of East 
Cambridgeshire , working closely with local residents and 
community groups.  In Haddenham they have provided 
new football kit for the under 11s girls team and the under 
13 boys team.  

In Ely, at the former MoD housing site, where Palace Green 
Homes are refurbishing the empty homes, they will be 
re-opening the tennis courts ahead of Wimbledon!

Read the full Palace Green Homes 2020/21 Annual Report:
https://bit.ly/3iiwHZw

Over the past five years, Palace Green Homes has:

https://www.palacegreenhomes.co.uk/developments/west-end-gardens/
https://www.palacegreenhomes.co.uk/developments/west-end-gardens/
https://www.palacegreenhomes.co.uk/2021/06/02/palace-green-homes-2020-2021-annual-report/


Sustainable Reuse of Site in Mepal to Enhance Ecology and Wildlife

A planning application is being submitted shortly by the Council for a green, environmentally 
friendly crematorium, natural burial site and pet cemetery in Mepal.

The Wildlife Trust has provided support to ensure the application respects and enhances the 
special and nationally important ecology on the site, with low level recreational use to include 
lakeside walking, bird watching and fishing.

The site has particular characteristics, including the lake and other natural assets, which will give 
support to bereaved families, and space for quiet reflection. 

The proposals include a covered cloistered area and adjacent flower walkway as well as a 
natural burial area, which utilises the natural landscape of the site and a discretely located 
pet cemetery.

Sensitive landscaping will protect and enhance the biodiversity of the site as an important natural 
resource in the district, supporting the Council’s Environment and Climate Change Strategy. 

On site renewable energy will provide most of the power needs for the proposed electric cremator 
with significantly lower CO2 and NOx emissions, making this a unique facility in Cambridgeshire.

The application will be available to view on the district council's website:  
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/

