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THE IMPORTANCE OF FIRST RESPONDERS
There was a medical emergency in the village recently & 
we have been asked to publish a HUGE public 
‘Thank-You’ to ALL those involved. It was a real team 
effort with villagers helping with the ‘What 3 Words’ 
precise loca�on details to guide the emergency services, 
whilst others waited in the dark for hours to show the 
Paramedics & First Responder the way. 

The biggest thanks go to volunteer First Responder 
Andy Fox from Haddenham

We have been informed that for over ten years Andy has 
volunteered his �me to get vital medical equipment, his 
first aid skills, & reassurance to suddenly cri�cally ill 
people & their families.
The fact is that if someone is not breathing in Mepal, 
wai�ng 10 minutes for an ambulance is sadly too long 
and Andy has bridged this gap and must have saved 
countless lives. It is also shocking to hear that he is the 
ONLY First Responder assis�ng the paramedics in this 
area.  

Mepal would benefit from more local volunteers to join 
Andy in his life saving work. Andy is the ‘Haddenham, 
Aldreth & Wilburton Community First Responder Group’, 
so we were incredibly lucky he even came to Mepal! 

URGENTLY WANTED – NEW LOCAL 
VOLUNTEER FIRST RESPONDERS!

Following a year of remarkable community 
spirit in Mepal, perhaps you, or someone you 
know, could give a few hours a month & 
become a First Responder and you could even 
poten�ally help save the life of one of your 
neighbours.

Katy Fox is Andy’s ‘groups’ First Responder 
co-ordinator & will be able to point you in the 
right direc�on - Tel 01353 741 409

Ar�cle by Fiona Wynn

Village Hall
Chairman: Allen Sallis, Treasurer and  Bookings Clerk: 
Lynne Woodward: 776272, Secretary: David Stazicker 
778129 david.stazicker@gmail.com    Other members – 
to be elected at the AGM.

The past few months have again seen no opportunity for 
the usual community groups to resume using the Hall.    
Like everyone else we hope that the situa�on is about to 
improve and we look forward to hos�ng new ac�vi�es 
made possible by the re-flooring that took place before 
the onset of Covid-19, but we shall con�nue to be guided 
not only by official restric�ons but by our concern for the 
safety of the local community, and the wishes of our user 
organisa�ons.   Thanks to various emergency grants from 
the local authority we remain solvent despite the lack of 
rental income to cover ongoing expenditure.     

By the �me you read this our Annual General Mee�ng 
will have taken place, on 20th May. This  normally takes 
place in April every year but because of the pandemic 
this is the first AGM we have been able to hold since April 

2019. Tony and Rowena Pleasance gave 
no�ce some �me ago that they would not be 
able to con�nue respec�vely as Treasurer and 
Bookings Clerk, and we are very grateful for 
their years of service in those capaci�es.    
Lynne Woodward has kindly offered to take 
on both roles and – leaving aside the very 
unlikely prospect of other eager volunteers 
turning up at the AGM - you can take it that 
she has been duly appointed.



St Mary’s Church
Rector:  Reverend Mary Hancock  01353 778722   
Churchwarden:  Elizabeth Stazicker  01353 778129
 
Sunday services are at 10.15am every Sunday;  1st & 
3rd Sundays in the month are Holy Communion (Book 
of Common Prayer), 2nd & 4th Sundays are Parish 
Eucharist.  On Sunday 29th August there will be a joint 
service for Mepal, Su�on and Witcham in St Andrew’s 
Church, Su�on. Please let the Rector or Churchwarden 
have your email address if you would like to receive the 
email newsle�ers and links for online services.  These 
can also be found at www.achurchnearyou.com
 
Thank you to all who helped to make our ‘Plants & 
Cakes’ stall in May such a success.  In the current 
circumstances it’s difficult to plan ahead for social and 
fundraising events – do look out for posters adver�sing 
any future events we may be able to hold.
 
Parish Giving Scheme – St Mary’s has recently 
registered under this scheme which is an established 
service for managing Direct Debit dona�ons, providing 
a simple and secure way for churches to receive 
regular dona�ons to fund their mission and ministry.  
To learn more about this scheme go to 
www.parishgiving.org.uk
 
We welcome all to our services. Or you can visit the 
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church for private prayer or quiet reflec�on.  

The church is open on Sundays from midday – 
5pm and on Wednesdays 10am – 5pm.

In recent years the number of neighbourhoods watch 
schemes in East Cambridgeshire has been growing, 
but unfortunately not in Mepal. Just a few years ago 
there were 10 schemes covering the village and now 
there are just 4. 

This is rather a sad state of affairs as neighbourhood 
watch is even more necessary now than it was just 2 
or 3 years ago. You may ask why is it “more 
necessary” and to which the answer is that the type 
of crime has changed in recent years, the number of 

Neighbourhood Police and PCSOs has 
reduced dras�cally, and the pandemic has 
made it more important to generate a 
community spirit and reduce isola�on. 

Neighbourhood Watch works through its 
coordinators; volunteers that are prepared 
to put in a li�le �me to support their 
neighbours. We are seeking more 
coordinators within Mepal, and if you would 
like a li�le more informa�on on the role of a 
coordinator, please see:
h�ps://sites.google.com/site/eastcambsnh
w/eastcambsnwa%284%29 

If you think this may be something you can 
take on, please contact Kevin Evans, 
kevin.g.evans@ntlworld.com or phone 
01353 614892

Recrui�ng Now



A SUMMER SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON AT THE REC!

Sunday 22nd August 2pm- 5pm
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A SUMMER SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON AT THE REC!

Fund Raiser for defibrillator 
for Pavilion

A�er witnessing the recent 
heart failure event at the 
Euros, with the plans to 
have more sport taking 
place on the Recrea�on 
Field, there is a desire to 
look at the possibility to 
purchase a second 
defibrillator to be located at 
the pavilion. This event is a 
useful kick-start to begin 
raising the funds needed.

Official Village Groups invited!
There will be no charge for 
running a stall on behalf of 

your group but let us know in 
advance what you will be 

doing. You will have to provide 
your own table, chairs and 
gazebo. No vehicles will be 

allowed on the field.

Mepal Parish Council and Mepal Sports Football Club would love to see you there!

Contact:
Georgina King:

778141
steve@kingmepal.uk

Lorna Williams:
lorna@mepalparish.org

Please come along on 22nd August

So much has happened since we last met! You may not have 
realised, but, all through the pandemic, a lot of work has been 
going on at the recrea�on field and, although not quite 
finished, it is looking fantas�c.

To celebrate the re-opening of this lovely village facility and the 
fact that, at long last, we can meet up again the football club, 
Parish Council and several village groups have come together 
so please come along and:
- Take a stroll around the field and see what else is planned

- Have a look inside the Pavilion Community Room and 
changing Rooms
- Try out Walking Football for all ages
- Join The Fun Football Factory training for young football stars
- Have a go at Beat The Goalie!
- Take a look at the Village Organisa�ons’ stalls
- Bring your own picnic and enjoy some �me with family and 
friends
- Or just sit with friends and have some tea and cake          



The Parish Council has three vacancies for 
Parish Councillors, so we struggle to cover the 
required workload. We are conscious of the 
number of ongoing planning applica�ons and 
issues and have also recently received a 
request to look at ideas like inves�ga�ng 
Conserva�on status to try to protect against 
large scale inappropriate development in the 
village. 

Neighbourhood Plan
The Community Led Plan undertaken in 2018 
indicated that the Parish Council should 
support smaller developments and the 
resources needed to mount the successful 
objec�on to the Brick Lane Development were 
considerable. The best way to protect the 
village from inappropriate development is for 
us to get together and publish a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Neighbourhood plans 
are a fundamentally new tool to give 
communi�es more control over the type, 
loca�on, size, pace and design of development 
in their area. They were introduced under the 
Localism Act 2011 as part of a suite of new 
community rights.

Moore Feet Care
In the comfort of your own home Full Feet 

assessment, Nail Trimming, Corns, Callus, Ingrowing 
Nails, Athletes Foot & Diabetic Care.

Robin Moore
01354 760049

Please phone for an appointment

S.A.C Dip F.H.P.T / F.H.P.P
Registered with the R.F.H.P & D.R.B Certified 5

24 hr emergency service available

Urgent plea for new 
Parish Councillors

WE 
NEED 
YOU!

Unfortunately, we simply do not have enough Parish 
Councillors to be able to do this, and so this is a plea 
for you to join us to take on this project. If we could 
find three new Councillors to manage the 
neighbourhood plan, there is grant funding available 
to cover the cost of a third-party specialist that will 
carry out the detailed work required.

Please contact the Parish Clerk to discuss how you 
can help. If we cannot appoint any new Councillors, 
then unfortunately we will not have the required 
number of councillors to develop a Mepal 
Neighbourhood Plan to help protect the village from 
over development.

To join, please 
complete registra�on 

form found under 
‘documents’ on the 

website & book your 
induc�on under 

‘book a �me spot’. 

Opened June 2021



Could you help provide breaks for carers 
in East Cambridgeshire?
Local charity Caring Together have launched a new 
service to help people looking a�er a family 
member or friend in East Cambridgeshire to take a 
break from their caring role.

The volunteers involved in this project provide 
company for the person the carers look a�er so the 
carer can take a break - whether they want to go for 
a walk with a friend, go shopping, to an exercise 
class, to the hairdressers or doing something at 
home such as gardening or having a friend over for 
a cup of tea. Things many of us can take rela�vely 
for granted.

Caring Together’s volunteer coordinator, Annie 
Gault said, “We know that looking a�er a family 
member or friend can be hard. And the challenges 
of the COVID pandemic have made things even 
harder for carers. “The number of people coming 
forward simply needing some �me away from their 
caring role has shown how valued these carers 
breaks are. 
“We are very grateful to the carers who have come 
forward so far and would love to hear from other 
people who are able to help carers in this way.

“This is an opportunity to make a real difference to 
the lives of carers and the people they care for in 
East Cambridgeshire.”

The project covers the East Cambridgeshire area 
including Bo�sham, Burwell, Ely, Haddenham, 
Li�leport, Soham and Su�on.
Your commitment can be as much or as li�le as you 
choose, ideally with a minimum commitment of six 
months Full and comprehensive training will be 
given as well as regular debriefing and on-going 
support.

Find out more at:
www.caringtogether.org/help-us-help-others/volu
nteering/breaks-for-carers-east-cambridgeshire 

If you are looking a�er a family member or friend, 
you can also contact Caring Together to find out 
more about this and other support available to you. 
Contact: hello@caringtogether.org, 0345 241 0954.
This project is being delivered with the support of 
Cambridgeshire County Council and Ely Primary 
Care Networks.
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First the good news!
Mepal village held their first li�er pick and met at the village hall to pick up 
equipment! The volunteers were supported by dona�ons from Whatley 
Landscaping and Garden Maintenance and enjoyed some excellent spring 
weather. Many villagers took part and discovered several old number plates and 
a selec�on of hub caps as well as sadly the usual assortment of dumped li�er. It 
was upli�ing to see so many people volunteering their �me for this cause.

Mepal Parish Council will also be dealing with the fly �pping along Brangehill 
Drove in the autumn (outside of bird nes�ng season) as due to the nature of the 
rubbish and standing water we are required to use a licensed waste provider to 
remove the li�er. Unfortunately, we missed the opportunity to get the work 
done before nes�ng season and have had to put it on hold.

Now the bad news
The reason why the community li�er pickers and Mepal Parish Council have to 
carry out these li�er collec�on exercises is because some in the community (and 
possibly outside the village) are fly �pping their rubbish in verges, ditches, 
bramble bushes and laybys.

One key example is the layby on Bridge Road, where the last fly �p was spo�ed. 
This is a regular occurrence, and we urge everyone to be vigilant if they see 
anyone illegally fly �pping.

Li�ering...
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2020/21 PARISH COUNCIL DIARY

Mepal Parish Council:  
Clerk Karen Peck - 01353 741066,   
Chairman Brian Rollason          
Vice Chair Lorna Williams,  
Councillor Sam Foord,  
Councillor Jack Hickman 
Visit our website for new councillor vacancies:  www.mepalparish.org

You will all know how challenging the last 18 months has 
been, and the effects that lockdowns have had on our 
ability to func�on normally as well as the huge personal 
toll Covid has inflicted on many families. Despite this the 
Parish Council have managed to accomplish a lot with the 
help of a Mick George grant and hope that over the next 
12 months we can start to catch up on the other work.

NEW ATTENUATION POND TO 
IMPROVE DRAINAGE

NEW PATH TO THE FIELD AND PLAY PARK

RENOVATION OF VILLAGE SIGN

CAR PARK REFURBISHMENT

VANDALISM 
REPAIRS

REPLACEMENT FIRE ALARM

FIRST OF 3 NEW BENCHES AROUND THE FIELD

REPAIRS TO PARK & FRESH BARK

START OF BRANGEHILL 
DROVE MAINTENANCE

REMOVAL OF SPOILS HEAP 
TO CREATE NATURE ZONE

BRICK LANE PLANNING 
OBJECTION

NEW CURTAINS & EMERGENCY LIGHTS & 
ALARM PANELS



Useful Contacts
Medical
Su�on Priors Field Surgery  01353 778208  
NHS Direct Online   111.nhs.uk 
Please only call 111 if you cannot get help online 
Su�on Pharmacy   01353 778024
Ambulance    999 emergency only

U�li�es 
Na�onal Grid     0800 111 999 
(If you smell gas)
UK Power Networks   Call 105 
Anglian water leak report  0800 771 881 

Financial 
HMRC     0300 200 3300
Universal Credit    0800 328 5644
Na�onal Debt line   0808 808 4000
Business Debt line   0800 167 6026

Food and Supplies
Mepal Post Office    01353 778275
Milk and More    0345 606 3606
Plumbs Diary    01223 893033

Other
East Cambs District Council  01353 665555
Cambridgeshire County Council  0345 045 5200
Care Network    01954 211919
Age Concern    0300 666 9860
Environment Agency   03708 506 506
Environment incident hotline  0800 80 70 60
(24 hour service) 
Floodline (24 hour service)   0345 988 1188  
Type talk (for the hard of hearing)  0345 602 6340

  Evelyn’s Flamingo Paperie Shop

Do you enjoy sending beau�ful gree�ngs cards? Wrapping 
presents in unusual, high quality thick gi� wrap? Take a look at the 

Flamingo Paperie range!

Browse the range at www.flamingopaperie.co.uk or contact me for 
a paper catalogue or details of the e-catalogue.

Orders can be placed through my website: 
www.flamingopaperie.co.uk/web/evelynwoodward or I can place 

your order for you.
Evelyn Woodward
Tel: 07808921562
Email: funkyflamingo@talktalk.net
Find me on Facebook: h�ps://en-gb.facebook.com/funkyflamingo22815/

Mepal Ma�ers is provided by the Parish Council on a quarterly basis (circumstances 
depending). Please contact mepalma�ers@mepalparish.org to submit ar�cles, 
informa�on, or adverts for the next issue.      If you can help distribute copies please let us 
know as we rely on a team of volunteers to deliver the 465 copies. 


