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Memorandum of Understanding 
 

Between Mepal Parish Council and __________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) sets out the terms governing the seasonal hire of football facilities at 
the Recreation Ground. It must be read alongside the Parish Council’s general Terms and Conditions of Hire. 

1. Basic principals 
These terms are written to the following principles: 

• The condition of the Pavilion after each use should be the same as when the user entered the building to 
allow community hire following sports use 

• Any damage to the pavilion or the pitch area caused by the club must be notified immediately and rectified 
in an agreed timescale 

• The club has responsibility for ensuring that the playing surfaces on their pitch areas are maintained and 
level throughout the season to the required match standard, and that their annual post-season 
maintenance plan has been provided before this MoU is signed by Council. 

• Communicate all changes in use pattern due to games as soon as you are aware 
 

2. Facility Use 
• The Community Pavilion and associated changing facilities are available for annual hire following Parish 

Council approval of a club’s seasonal proposal and receipt of a signed MoU. 
• As a community space, the Recreation Ground and Pavilion remain accessible to the public at all times 

outside of agreed football use. 

3. Pitch and Grounds Maintenance 
• Grass cutting of pitch areas is the responsibility of the hiring club and must be undertaken with Council 

approval. Grass height must not exceed 150mm. 
• Ideally, clippings should be collected; where not possible, care must be taken to avoid smothering 

underlying grass. 
• The Parish Council will maintain grass areas surrounding the Pavilion, car park, paths, and field perimeter. 
• Any pitch damage resulting from matches must be promptly repaired by the club. 
• Annual maintenance will take place in June and August, with grass left longer in July to maintain 

appropriate height. Areas may be temporarily fenced off to protect repair work, and the initial maintenance 
programme must be provided to the Council (who understand that this may change due to the weather) 

4. Equipment 
• The Council does not supply goalposts, nets, flags, or other equipment. 
• Clubs must provide their own equipment and ensure all items, particularly net pegs, are safely accounted 

for after use. 
• Movable goalposts are preferred; fixed posts must have socket covers in place whenever posts are not 

installed. Socket relocation requires prior Council approval. 

  

mailto:clerk@mepalparish.org
http://www.mepalparish.org/


MEPAL PARISH COUNCIL 
Tel:   01353 440166 
Email:  clerk@mepalparish.org 
Website:  www.mepalparish.org 
 

v 10-07-2026 

5. Use of Facilities 
• Clubs must keep the grounds clean and ensure that litter is collected after matches and training. 
• Boots are not permitted inside the Pavilion. 
• Dogs must be kept on leads, and visitors must behave appropriately given the proximity to residential 

properties and regular use by children. 

6. Access and Parking 
• Car parking is the responsibility of the club. Vehicles may park on grassed areas in front of the Pavilion and 

anywhere within the main car park to maximise capacity. 
• Vehicle access based on your maintenance plan should be agreed with and authorised by Council. 

7. Health, Safety, and Liability 
• The club is responsible for all health and safety matters and for liability relating to players, officials, 

spectators, and third parties. Policies must be provided to the Council upon request. 

8. Seasonal Administration 
• Signed MoUs must be submitted by 1 July annually to allow sufficient time for facility maintenance before 

the season begins. 
• Fixture lists (with home matches clearly identified) and details of all training sessions must be provided as 

soon as issued by Cambridgeshire FA. 
• Weekday Pavilion access must be arranged with the Clerk in advance due to potential conflicting bookings. 

9. Fees 
• Seasonal hire charges are payable in two instalments: before 1 September and before 1 January. 
• The agreed fee for the YYYY-ZZZZ season is £XXXX.XX. 

10. Security of Tenure 
• The Council is willing to sign the Football Foundation’s Security of Tenure (SoT) form, confirming no known 

reason why tenure will not continue beyond the current season. 

11. Seasonal Restrictions 
• No games may be played between 1 June and 1 September unless part of an official fixture schedule and 

agreed with the Council. 

12. Compliance 
• Failure to comply with these conditions may result in withdrawal of pitch use. 
• The Council reserves the right to terminate Pavilion access if terms are not adhered to. 

 

Signature of the 
representative of 
the Parish Council 

 Signature of the 
representative of 
the Sports Club 

 

Name  Name  

Position  Position  

Date  Date  
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