What’s On in Mepal?
September 2026

Mepal Supports The MacMillan Cancer Support Charity
You are invited to a Coffee Morning to be held on Friday 25th. September 10am-noon at 14 High Street Mepal
Tea, Coffee, Cold Drinks, Cakes and Savouries will be sold so please join us for a friendly get-together in aid of a
very worthwhile charity. Donations of cakes/savouries would be most welcome.

Mepal Parish Council

The Parish Council would like to apologise for the meeting cancellation on 29 July, due to an unexpected and
unplanned lack of quorum. Unfortunately due to matters out of their control, 2 of the 5 councillors were unable
to attend the meeting on Wednesday 29th July 2026 with no notice. At the September Parish Council meeting
scheduled for 9th September at 6.30pm, at the Community Pavilion, the Council will present an overview of the
current year’s budget, which was approved in December 2025, following requests from residents for more
information. Please do come along if you can. It’s a great opportunity to better understand how this year’s
budget is being used and to help the Council plan priorities for the coming year in a way that best meets the
needs of our community. We look forward to seeing you there.

Mepal & Sutton Football Club

As you are probably aware, the football club will be playing future games at other venues around the area from
the start of the new football season. The decision to move away from Mepal was not taken lightly but various
issues with using the Pavilion and Mepal Recreation Field made playing at Mepal financially unviable. At
Grassroots & Lower League level of competition the only requirement the FA needs is for a safe, level playing
surface. (Received from Cambs FA - There isn't a formal grass pitch standard for grassroots football. Ground
grading requirements only apply at the higher levels of the adult game i.e. Step 6 & above). Most recreation
fields in the area are maintained by Parish Councils as a safe surface for all to use and are, therefore, suitable for
our Club’s needs without having to commit to the extra costs the Club was expected to pay to play at Mepal. The
Club appreciates the support villagers have given over the past few years; all our games are posted on the
Cambs. FA website so we would be very pleased to see you continuing to support the teams this season.

St Mary’s Church

On Tuesday September 8" we'll be celebrating our Patronal Saint's Day with 'Bubbles & Nibbles' at the church
from 5.30pm - all are welcome to join us. There will be a short service of Evening Prayer afterwards for all who
would like to stay.

Mepal Events

We were very disappointed that we had to cancel the Village Picnic & Games Afternoon planned for July due to
the extreme weather. As it seems that these very hot, dry conditions are to continue for the foreseeable future,
we have decided to concentrate on thinking of ideas for other community events, one of which may be for
Christmas! We will keep you updated on what we come up with.

Mepal Friendship Club

Spaces still available for a trip to Hunstanton on 9th. Sept. If you would like to join us, pop down to the Club on
Wednesday 2nd. Sept. between 10am and noon. On 16th. we have a speaker from Lowland Rescue to explain
how they look for people and the equipment they use including dogs. Join us at the Village Hall 10am—noon.

Mepal Village Hall Management Committee
The Village Hall Quiz Night Saturday 26th Sept. 7pm Mepal Village Hall
£3 per person up to table of 6. Bring your own nibbles and drinks. Book in advance to secure your place at
bookings@mepalvillagehall.co.uk
Advance notice that the Community Hub is returning in the Autumn on Monday 5th October 10.30am—noon.
A Reminder ...... that all the village groups (including the Parish Council) have volunteers who give up their

time to make living in Mepal a bit more interesting. Please consider joining them. Contact details for all groups
are on the reverse of this newsletter.



What’s on In September?
Mepal Friendship Club— Wednesdays, 10am-12pm at Mepal Village Hall unless otherwise stated
2nd. Sept Bingo, 9th. Hunstanton Trip, 16th. Speaker from Lowland Rescue, 23rd Meal TBA, 30th. Games morning
St Mary’s Church Coffee & Conversation at St Mary’s every Monday 10.30am-12.30pm.

Mepal Youth Club: Thursdays 10th & 24th September

We are looking for a couple of additional adult volunteers for Mepal Youth Club. We run 2 sessions 6.15-7.15pm
and 7.30-8.30 on a Thursday evening, twice a month, term time only at Mepal Village Hall. It is really rewarding
and great to spend time with the children in such a fun environment. We play games, do crafts, listen to the kids
sing, provide a tuck shop and have a lot of laughs! We currently have 5 active volunteers but looking for a couple
of new people to add to the group so that we can rotate and be a bit more flexible. If you are interested, please
get in contact. You will be required to complete a DBS check. Emma Harris 07754 035636

Mepal Ladies - Mepal Ladies meet on the Fridays of the GREEN BIN weeks at The Three Pickerels 2.30pm-4pm

so please join us on 4th and 18th September

Mepal Men’s Green Bin Club—Meet us at the Three Pickerels 7pm onwards on the Thursdays of GREEN BIN week
for a drink and a chat. For our September get-togethers we will be there on Thursdays 3rd and 17th.

Later in the Year.......
Mepal Village Hall The return of the Community Hub Monday 5th . October 10.30am-noon
For the October edition please let me have any details of events and activities your group may be

planning in the run up to Christmas and New Year. GK
Village Group Contact Details St Mary’s Church
The Friends of Mepal & Witcham School— Sunday services are held
e.mail:Friends@mepalwitcham.cambs.sch.uk every week at 11am. For
Mepal Youth Club— Emma Harris 07754 035636 changes or extra services
Mepal Events—Chair. Georgina King 778141, Sec. Helen Cooper 07739 395386 please see notices at the

church. Enquiries: weddings,

Mepal Friendship Club—see above for activities. To join, pop along to the Hall )
P P : Pop 8 funerals & baptisms contact

Mepal Makers—e.mail:general@mepalmakers.co.uk Churchwarden Elizabeth
Mepal & Sutton Football Club—e.mail:infosuttonrangers@gmail.com Stazicker Tel 01353 778129.
Mepal Ladies—Hilary Bowcock 01353 774960/Alison Eden Team Rector: Revd. Chris

Hollingshurst 07534 970127

rector@isleofelychurches.org

Mepal Men Green Bin day Club —The Three Pickerels, Thurs. Green Bin week 7pm

Contact Pete: p.eter@ntlworld.com for more details

Mepal Village Hall Mepal Parish Council | Mepal PO Stores- The Three Pickerels
To book the Hall e.mail: Tel: 01353 778275

Correspondence: Tel: 01353 777777
bookings@ clerk@mepalparish.org Shop open: Check out our website:
mepalvillagehall.co.uk or phone 01353 440166 Mon-Sat. 8am-8pm | Www.thethreepickerels.co.uk
Latest information, archive |¢ . 8am-4pm
To find out more visit- entries, meetings can be for details of all the great
www.mepalvillagehall.co.uk  f¢5ynd on the website:- Post Office times events we are hosting!

www.mepalparish.org may differ

‘What’s On?’ is published with the support of Mepal Parish Council every month with the
exception of August and January. Entries to be received by 15th of previous month.
Please forward via e.mail to: steve@kingmepal.uk or phone 01353 778141
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